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RED Center
The District’s Premier Fire Dispatch Center
by Chief Robert Turpel
In the last issue of Fire Line, I explained “What happens when you call 9-1-1.” As you may recall, the
initial call for emergency assistance (fire, EMS, or police) is received at a Public Safety Answering Point
(PSAP). Once the nature of the incident is ascertained, the PSAP operator may dispatch the emergency
services they are directly responsible for sending and/or transfer the call to the appropriate outside
agency(ies) for delivering the required emergency services.
In the case of the Long Grove Fire Protection District (LGFPD), we are dispatched by RED Center, a
state of the art regional emergency dispatch organization located in Northbrook. RED Center is a
cooperative venture voluntarily established by contracting units of local government by intergovernmental agreement. Current members of RED Center (RED) are the City of Highwood, the Villages of
Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, Niles, Northbrook, Northfield, Wheeling, Wilmette, and Winnetka, and the
Fire Protection Districts of Deerfield-Bannockburn, Lincolnshire-Riverwoods, Long Grove, North Maine,
and Prospect Heights. RED is different from most joint dispatch centers in that they handle fire service
agencies only. This allows them to specialize and gear their internal operations toward providing the
best services possible to fire departments/fire districts. RED began operating in 1977 dispatching from
the Niles Fire Department for five agencies. In 1981, the organization moved to the Glenview Fire
Department and was servicing nine agencies. In December 2001, the organization moved again to a new
stand alone facility in Northbrook and brought seven fire agencies with them. Today, there are fourteen
members of RED Center with the Village of Northfield becoming the most recent addition in early May
of 2010. The center handled 35,451 calls for assistance in 2009.
RED’s long history as the premier fire, EMS, and specialized rescue team dispatch organization is due
to the experience, knowledge, and dedication of their staff, the use of advanced technology, and the
will to change and grow for the pursuit of excellence. The operation is managed by the Executive
Director and Deputy Director who have a combined 55 years of service with RED. They are certified in
Emergency Medical Dispatching as are the other twelve full-time operators/dispatchers with a
combined 90 years of service with the organization. RED also employs a full-time administrative
assistant and an alarm monitoring technician. Typically, daily staffing at RED Center consists of 2 - 3
operators. During large scale incidents, additional operators are recalled to the Center for duty. A Joint
Chiefs Authority and Board of Directors made up from the membership oversee the Executive Director
and Deputy Director.
RED Center provides numerous services to its members. These include but are not limited to: Fire,
EMS, Specialized Rescue Team priority dispatching through Computer Aided Dispatch; Emergency
Medical Dispatching certified by the Illinois Department of Public Health; Automatic Alarm Monitoring;
Incident Command Support; Mobile and Portable Radio Emergency Identifiers; Enhanced
Communication Infrastructure with redundant systems; Emergency Operations Center Support;
Standardized Records Management with Firehouse Software; Mobile Data Terminals; and, Future
Integration of apparatus routing with GIS mapping and automatic vehicle location systems.
In addition to the vast array of services provided to its member agencies RED Center serves three
other critical roles. It is the single point of contact if the Governor of the State declares a disaster in the
state of Illinois, such as the Utica tornado. It is also responsible for coordinating the procurement and
movement of Illinois Fire Service resources on out-of-state emergency deployments, such as Hurricane
Katrina. Finally, it serves as a Division dispatch center for the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System.
As you can see, RED Center has had a full and illustrious history as an extremely professional and
progressive fire only dispatch center. It is without a doubt that I feel better knowing I have such a center
assisting the LGFPD with delivering the most comprehensive, timely, effective, efficient, customer
oriented, and safe emergency services possible.

The Long Grove
Firefighters' Pension Fund
A Brief Overview of the Down
State Article 4 Pension
Our Pension was formed in 1998
with the hiring of the first full-time
Fire Chief. Since then we have
grown to 15 participants.
With it being called a Down State
Pension, one question that is asked
on occasion is, with the State always
being in a flux of financial and
political difficulties, is it wise to have
the State control the Pension Fund
monies? The Down State Article 3
and 4 (Article 3 Police, Article 4
Fire) Pensions are not being held
by the State. The State does regulate and set Statutes on how the
Pensions are to be set up and run,
and the Illinois Department of
Insurance administrates the rules.
Some of the Statutes include types
of investments, dollar amounts that
can be invested, age of retirement,
disabilities…the list is much too
long to list. If interested, you may
find the entire Illinois Pension
Code on the Illinois General
Assembly webpage. Once there,
navigate to compiled statutes, chap-

ter 40 pensions, 40ILCS/Illinois
pension code, and then select Article 4 - Firefighters Pension (Article
4 is 31 pages).
Our Pension is in very good
health. With the Economy and the
Market downturns from the past
two years, our 2009 return on
continued on page 2 …

Frequently Asked Questions

by Deputy Chief Ken Buchardt

What Does "2 In - 2 Out" Mean? How About R.I.T.?
With the diverse situations that we can

and assistance to the two interior person-

available firefighters designated to stand

face every day, the job of a Long Grove

nel. They monitor exterior conditions

by outside the hazard zone ready to enter
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Pension Code

continued from page 1…
investments were 6.08%. As our Fund grew in size and
to comply with State Statute, the Pension Board elected
to hire a financial management firm in 2008. Our Actuarial Valuation Report for 2009 has us at 79% funded.
Legislation now has it at 40 years to become 100%
funded. I'll try to explain what 100% funded means. The
simplest explanation is that you have 100% of all your
participants' retirement money saved for their retirement.
Example, if you were 50% funded and a person retired,
you not only would need to fund his/her replacement at
100%, but also be funding the other 50% of the retired
employee, in essence 150% for both. We currently have
no one drawing a pension and should remain that way
for some years to come.
Another "buzz" phrase that has been going around for
the past year or two is Pension Reform. Without trying
to be too political I'll share my thoughts on the matter.
Yes, I believe there are some pension funds that may
have suffered financial hardship due to early retirements
from injuries, illness or the worst, a death in the line of
duty. All these can have a large impact on a pension.
What may have added to broaden pension shortfalls

were some Statutes that had been modified and added
to the Pension Code which allow firefighters greater ease
to receive disability pensions. This happened over the
past few years with some firefighter organizations and their
lobbyists promoting these changes down in Springfield.
An example would be heart and lung disease. If a firefighter could not perform his/her duties after developing a
chronic disease and had 5 years or more of active service,
it would be assumed the disease was caused by the hazards
of being a firefighter and they would be entitled to an On
the Job Disability Pension. Another issue, I believe that
some municipalities' pension problems were created over
many years of not fully funding the "Fund". They were
given 20 or 30 years to be funded and thought if the money
going to the Fund was a little light for some years, they
would have plenty of time to make it up. Well, we all know
how it is to play catch up!! Now they have 40 years to get to
100% funding. We'll see how that works out.
We are proud of the status of our pension fund; LGFPD
works very hard to be fiscally responsible in all areas that
make the Fire District what it is today.
by Battalion Chief Pete Kopystynsky, Pension Board President

A Review of Open Burning
The Long Grove Fire Protection District (LGFPD) covers a rather large area containing portions of the Villages of Long Grove, Deer Park, Hawthorn
Woods, Kildeer, and Lincolnshire, as well as areas of unincorporated Lake and Cook Counties. The residents of Deer Park, Hawthorn Woods, Kildeer,
and Lincolnshire must follow the codes that their respective Villages have adopted. They should contact their Police Departments for information regarding open burning in these villages. The following rules and guidelines pertain to the residents of LGFPD who reside in the Village of Long
Grove and in areas of unincorporated Lake County falling within LGFPD:
Outdoor burns fall generally into two categories: conservancy burns or brush piles.
Conservancy Burns (designated by the Village and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) Permit): these are areas of wild grass
and other natural areas around your property.
If your address is not listed on the IEPA Permit applied for by the Village then we cannot issue you a burn permit; residents should contact Village Hall to make
sure your address is included on the Village IEPA permit.
* Beginning January 1, 2011, no open burn permits will be issued by LGFPD without a current IEPA permit.
* Unincorporated Lake County residents also require both permits but may have to apply for both permits themselves (application forms for both LGFPD
and IEPA permits are available at the Long Grove fire station).
* Residents, individually or as part of a group, may elect to retain a contractor or landscape company to conduct their conservancy burns. If this is your choice,
please make sure to specify as part of your agreement, that the contractor "secures all necessary permits" and verify proof of insurance to conduct outdoor
burns.
The application form will be required to be submitted in person (faxed applications will no longer be accepted) for review and approval.
* LGFPD permits are numbered to aid in identification on "burn day" phone calls.
* LGFPD permits are valid for 30 days. Multiple burns may be conducted on the same permit, but a call to the fire station is required prior to, and after, each
burn. Expired permits must be reapplied for.
* There is currently no charge for LGFPD open burn permits.
Failure to comply with LGFPD, Lake County, or IEPA open burning regulations may result in a citation carrying a fine of up to $250 per violation.
Brush Piles: defined as branches and other landscape waste excluding leaves or grass clippings.
* A permit is not required for brush piles.
* You still need to call the fire station for a "GO" or "NO-GO" on your brush pile burn, based on current weather conditions /wind speeds.
* The pile may not exceed 5 feet wide X 5 feet long X 5 feet tall.
* Construction debris, common garbage, grass clippings, and leaves may not be burned in any quantity. Only brush and/or landscape debris (tree trimmings)
may be burned.
* The rules about supervision and means of extinguishment apply to brush piles as well as conservancy burns (see bullet points below).
Burning hours are 9:00am to 5:00pm (daylight time) for conservancy burns, per the IEPA.
Burning hours for brush piles are 7:00am to 7:00pm.
* On the day of the burn, call the LGFPD at 847-634-3143 prior to burning for permission to conduct the burn, and again when the burn is complete with the
fire extinguished . Burns are only allowed by the IEPA when wind speeds are between 5 and 15 mph.
* All open burns must be adequately supervised for the entire duration, which means someone needs to stand there and watch the burn from start to
completion.
* All burns must have an adequate means of extinguishment (buckets of water or a garden hose) close at hand.
* Per the International Fire Code (2009 Edition) and the IEPA, the fire code official is authorized to order the extinguishment (by the permit holder, another
person responsible, or the fire department) of open burning that creates or adds to a hazardous or objectionable situation.
Please remember that while fire is an effective tool for outdoor spring clean-ups, it can also be very dangerous if it gets out of control. The results of miscalculating the speed of the wind or the amount of fuel can be disastrous not only for you, but for your friends and neighbors as well. Following the rules and regulations for open burning in your area will go a long way toward insuring a safe and effective spring clean-up. If you have any questions about open burning
please contact the Long Grove Fire Protection Bureau at 847-634-3143.

by Fire Marshal Mike Schmitt

Wild Fires

District News Briefs

You may have seen on TV this year about all of
the large wild fires out in California and the rest of
the country, which impacts thousands of homes and
tens of thousands of residents each year. We have
a countywide team that is specially trained to
handle situations like those here in the Midwest. It
is called the Lake/McHenry Counties Wildland Fire
Task Force. It is comprised of members from fire de-

Retirement --

Firefighter Michael Beck recently retired after

30 years with the District. We would like to take

this opportunity to thank him for his hard work
and dedication throughout the years. Thanks
again, Mike!

partments across both Lake and McHenry counties
and serves as a team of specially trained firefighters
with specialized equipment to safely contain and
extinguish wildland fires also known as brush fires,
grass fires, etc. The fire engines you see on the road
are designed and equipped to handle fires in structures as their main purpose. They usually do not

New promotions effective January 1, 2010 --

Lieutenant Marc Small to the rank of Battalion

Chief and Firefighter/Paramedic John Jaworski

to the rank of Lieutenant. Congratulations to the
both of them!

carry a large assortment of tools to handle fires in
vegetation. Vegetation fires can be fast moving
fires requiring different means to extinguish them
when compared to a structure fire.
Wildland firefighters undergo the same training
classes which US Forest Service Firefighters do.
They learn the new way to handle vegetation fires
safely while still protecting the nearby structures,
also known as the "urban interface". Living with
natural vegetation can be your friend but it can
also be your worst enemy if a wild fire catches
your house on fire! www.firewise.org is an excell-

April 10th Pancake Breakfast Results --

Approximately 400 people attended the breakfast
hosted by the Long Grove Firefighters Association

and the South Lake County Regional Community
Emergency Response Team. Net proceeds in the

amount of $8930 will be split between the two

hosting organizations. A big "Thank You" to all
the businesses and volunteers who donated

supplies and silent auction items. Also, to everyone who attended...Thanks for your support!

ent resource to learn the safe ways to landscape in
a fire safe manner.
The LGFPD, along with the Wildland Task Force,
have the special tools to fight vegetation fires more
effectively such as: drip torches; fire rakes; Pulaski
axes; McLeod's; forestry hoses and nozzles. These
tools allow us to get water deployed sooner to the
harder to reach areas which are away from the roads.

Fill the Boot -On July 16 and July 23, from 7am to 11am, we

will be raising money for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association. The "Fill the Boot" campaign will be

at the intersections of Rt 22 & Old McHenry Road
and at Rt 83 & Rt 53.

Additionally, the Task Force is available to deploy
for wide area searches for missing persons and in the
event of severe storms we are equipped with trained
sawyers to help clear downed trees and to get road-

Save the Date --

The District's Open House will be on Saturday,
October 16, 2010 from 11 am to 3 pm. Many

ways open.
If you would like to find out more information on
the Wildland Task Force and/or any of our specialized equipment, feel free to call or stop by the station. Ask for FF/PM Shaun Unell.
by Firefighter/Paramedic Shaun Unell

activities are planned…blood drive, fire sprinkler
demo, meet the firefighters, live band, KC Safety

Dog demonstration, face painting along with other
kids' activities, and the list goes on!

New Technology in the EMS World
Some may remember the TV Show Emergency with Johnny and Roy responding to medical emergencies. They would
have to use a large telephone box to call the hospital for orders and request an ambulance to transport the patient to the
hospital. Well, thanks to the advances in technology patient care has been improved significantly. Many of the same gadgets the doctors use to assess you are also used by paramedics in
the ambulance.
One new gadget is the EZ-IO driver. It is similar to a small power drill that you have in your
garage. The purpose of the EZ-IO is to establish vascular access in critical patients when an IV
may not be possible. The EZ-IO is similar to an IV, however it infuses fluid and medications
into the patient's leg bone instead of a traditional vein in your hand or arm. We have used the
EZ-IO many times on patients the fire department has treated with great success.
Another gadget paramedics are using is Capnography. Capnography has been used in
hospital surgical rooms for some time. Capnography measures the amount of carbon
dioxide (CO2) during your respiration cycle.
Capnography is an extremely useful assessment tool in patients with a medical history
of Asthma, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease (COPD), or Congestive Heart Failure
(CHF). Paramedics assess Capnography by
attaching a sensor on an intubation tube or a
special oxygen mask, and this important vital
sign aids in the care of the patient with trouble breathing.
Thanks to these new gadgets and many others, prehospital care has become more advanced than what was seen on
Emergency . One can only imagine what the future holds.
by Firefighter/Paramedic Katie Hayes

LGFPD Mission Statement
To provide the residents, owners, businesses, and
visitors within the Long Grove Fire Protection

CPR & First Aid classes
Did you know that LGFPD offers CPR and
First Aid classes? The remaining 2010 dates
are as follows:

District and any recognized emergency agency
requesting automatic/mutual aid with the safest,

First Aid: September 7 and December 7

effective, efficient, comprehensive, and
customer-focused Fire, Rescue, and Emergency
Medical Services possible. This high level of
professional services will not be limited in scope
to emergency situations only, but will encompass
the broader spectrum of public safety to include
Public Education, Fire Inspections, and all other
support services.

CPR: July 8, August 5, September 9,
October 7, November 4, and December 9
Classes begin at 6 pm. Class fees are $15 for
residents of LGFPD, $30 for anyone outside
the borders of the fire district. Call for
additional information 847.634.3143.

Bureau Insights

by Fire Marshal Mike Schmitt

Have a Sound Fire Escape Plan
In the event of a fire, remember time is the biggest enemy and every second counts! Escape plans help you get out of your home quickly. In less
than 30 seconds a small flame can get completely out of control and turn into a major fire. It only takes minutes for a house to fill with thick
black smoke and become engulfed in flames.
* Practice escape plans every month. The best plans have two ways to get
out of each room. If the primary way is blocked by fire or smoke, you will
need a second way out.
* Immediately leave your home. When a fire occurs, do not waste any time
saving property. Take the safest exit route, but if you must escape through
smoke, remember to crawl low, under the smoke and keep your mouth covered.
* Never open doors that are hot. When you come to a closed door, use the
back of your hand to feel the top of the door, the doorknob and the door frame
to make sure that the fire is not on the other side.
* Designate a meeting place outside and take attendance. Designate a meeting location away from the home. For example, meet at a location
such as under a tree, at a mailbox or at the end of the driveway. Make sure everyone has gotten out safely so that no one will be hurt looking for
someone who is already safe.
* Once out, stay out. Remember to escape first, and then notify the fire department using the 9-1-1 system or proper local emergency number
in your area. Never go back into a burning building for any reason. Teach children not to hide from firefighters.
* Finally, having working smoke alarms installed on every level of your home dramatically increases your chances of survival. Smoke alarm
batteries need to be tested every month and changed with new ones at least once a year.

Fireworks Alert: Don't be blinded by the dangers of fireworks!
"Don't be blinded by the dangers of fireworks" is the message of the Illinois Society for the
Prevention of Blindness (ISPB) this Fourth of July holiday. Please leave display fireworks to the
professionals. In the hands of amateurs, fireworks can turn a festivity into a tragedy.
It is important to note that except for novelty fireworks (ie: sparklers, snakes, trick noisemakers) fireworks are illegal in Illinois. Illegal fireworks (ie: cherry bombs and M80s) in the
mainstream present a substantial risk of injury resulting in vision loss, blindness, amputations,
burns, and even death.
The ISPB joins the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, the National Council on
Fireworks Safety and others on educating the public on fireworks safety. Because of the risks for
eye-related and bodily injuries, here are some practical safety tips:
* Keep children away from all fireworks, especially sparklers. Sparklers may look safe and

harmless but sparklers burn at up to 1800 degrees.
* As bystanders, stay about a quarter of a mile or more away from a professional display, and
leave pets at home.
*Observe all state and local laws.
* If eye injuries do occur, do not touch, rub or press on the injured eye. Seek immediate care from an eye-care professional or hospital
emergency room.
The ISPB reminds us that fireworks in Illinois, with the exception of novelty fireworks, are illegal. It recommends that "if you wish to include
fireworks in your festivities, please leave display fireworks to the professionals, who are trained pyrotechnic operators. Attend local municipal
professional displays or watch them on TV. Since injuries can occur to bystanders, keep a safe distance, wear safety glasses or safety goggles
and obey the officials and local laws."
Remember the ISPB message: "Don't be blinded by the dangers of fireworks!"
For additional information please contact the: Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness at 312.922.8710 or www.eyehealthillinois.org

To do the best job possible, you have to hire the best. We are proud of our top personnel, so each newsletter
will feature a few of our finest firefighters who are part of our team and fire service family.

Firefighter/Paramedic Brian Fluhler started in the fire service with the Long Grove Fire
Protection District in May of 2006. FF/PM Fluhler came to the department as a paid-on-call
firefighter and was enrolled in paramedic school. FF/PM Fluhler completed his paramedic
training and continued to work as a paid-on-call fire medic until he was hired as a full-time
career Firefighter/Paramedic in January of 2008. FF/PM Fluhler also works as a part-time
Firefighter/Paramedic for the Huntley Fire Department.
Since FF/PM Fluhler has been with the Long Grove Fire Protection District he has earned
his Fire Apparatus Engineer certification, and is a Wildland Firefighter with the Lake/McHenry
Counties Wildland Team. FF/PM Fluhler is working hard to continue his education and
further his career by attending fire service courses. In his off time FF/PM Fluhler owns and
operates a landscaping business in the Huntley area. FF/PM Fluhler is also an avid hockey
fan and enjoys spending time with his wife and two children.

Firefighter/Paramedic Jason Mosier began his fire service career here at the Long Grove
Fire Protection District. FF/PM Mosier came to the Long Grove Fire Protection District
through our fire academy. Upon completion of his Firefighter II certification FF/PM Mosier
attended EMT school and Paramedic school. FF/PM Mosier started working with us as a paidon-call Firefighter/EMT until he completed paramedic school when he started working as a
Firefighter/Paramedic. FF/PM Mosier was hired as a full-time career Firefighter/Paramedic
in January of 2008.
FF/PM Mosier is working to continue his education and has obtained his Fire Apparatus
Engineer certification and is interested in becoming a member of the underwater rescue and
recovery team. FF/PM Mosier was recently certified as Child Safety Seat Technician. When
FF/PM Mosier is off duty he and his wife enjoy riding their motorcycles together. They also
have recently opened their home to foster children. FF/PM Mosier also enjoys photography
and physical fitness.

Barbecue Safety
* Before using a grill, check the connection between the propane

immediately. Supervise children around outdoor grills.

tank and the fuel line. Make sure the venturi tubes (where the

* Dispose of hot coals properly - douse them with plenty of water,

air and gas mix) are not blocked.

and stir them to ensure that the fire is out. Never

* Do not overfill the propane tank.

place them in plastic, paper, or wood containers.

* Do not wear loose clothing while cooking on a

* Never grill/barbecue in enclosed areas - carbon

barbecue.
* Be careful when using lighter fluid. Do not add

monoxide could be produced.
* Make sure everyone knows to Stop, Drop, and

fluid to an already lit fire because the flame can

Roll in case a piece of clothing does catch fire. Call

flashback up into the container and explode.

9-1-1 or your local emergency number if a burn warrants serious

* Keep all matches and lighters away from children. Teach your

medical attention.

children to report any loose matches or lighters to an adult

by Fire Marshal Mike Schmitt
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Illinois Premise Alert Program
The Illinois Premise Alert Program is a new state

Will this program help? Definitely! If police and/or fire

program aimed to provide first responders with vital

are responding to a call, know they may encounter

information for people with special needs. The program,

someone with autism, they can ease the situation by

signed into law on August 28, 2009, says that if a 9-1-1

speaking more softly and avoiding physical contact.

call center has the proper technology it must accept

Firefighters who respond to a call at the home of a

information on people with disabilities and share that

quadriplegic can plan for a more complicated rescue. One

information with police, firefighters and paramedics in

early sign that this program will be a success: More than

an emergency.

42,000 people in Illinois have signed up for it in the first

The Premise Alert Program allows people to notify local
police and fire departments about a family member who
may require special assistance or treatment in an

seven weeks. It's an easy way to protect you and your
family.
If you have a family member or relative that you would

emergency at home. Operators at 9-1-1 call centers will

like to enroll in the Illinois Premise Alert Program, please

have access to the information and will share it with police,

contact the Long Grove Fire Protection District by phone

firefighters and paramedics who respond to an emergency.

at 847.634.3143 or e-mail Battalion Chief Marc Small at

Long Grove Fire Protection District has computer aided

msmall@lgfpd.org.

dispatch technology necessary to make use of this program.

by Battalion Chief Marc Small, Medical Officer

