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Grants, Grants and More Grants, I Hope!
By: Chief Robert Turpel
The Long Grove Fire Protection District (LGFPD) aggressively pursues
obtaining any potentially available
grant monies in order to enhance the
delivery of quality services to the
public and to supplement the District’s income, thereby operating in a
more fiscally responsible fashion. I
personally was wondering how much
grant monies were obtained for District use over the last 10 years. Reviewing the numbers since the year
2002 revealed the following:
2002 - Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic OpportunityIllinois First Grant… $300,000…
Custom Pumper/Tanker fire apparatus… Grant Writer/Manager: Chief
Robert Turpel
2002 - Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic OpportunityIllinois First Grant… $40,000… Apparatus/Vehicle Exhaust Ventilation
System for station… Grant Writer/
Manager: Chief Robert Turpel
2002 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $109,800… Water Supply
Equipment (5” large diameter hose,
drafting hydrants, inflatable boat for
maintenance of hydrants)… Grant
Writer/Manager: Lieutenant Mark
Gates
2002 - Illinois Department of Public
Health… $2,994… Two Automatic
External Defibrillators (AEDs)…
Grant Writer/Manager: Battalion
Chief Marc Small
2004 - U.S. Fire Administration/

Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $60,818… Radio Equipment
(base station radio, portable radios,
pagers, station alerting system, repeaters)… Grant Writer/Manager:
Lieutenant Mark Gates
2005 - Fireman’s Fund Insurance
Company-Fireman’s Fund Heritage
Grant Program… $80,000… Construction of New Two-Story Live
Fire Training Tower (addition to existing facility)… Grant Writer/
Manager: Joint Chiefs Authority,
Combined Area Fire Training
(CAFT) Committee (members of
CAFT include: Long Grove FPD,
Buffalo Grove FD, LincolnshireRiverwoods FPD and Wheeling FD)
2006 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $20,636… Turnout Gear,
Commercial Gear Washer and Dryer… Grant Writer/Manager: Lieutenant Mark Gates
2008 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $31,825… Multiple SelfContained Breathing Apparatus
(SCBA)… Grant Writer/Manager:
Lieutenant Mark Gates
2008 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $62,637… Mobile Data
Computers/Automatic Vehicle Locators (for District apparatus/ vehicles)... Grant Writer/Manager: Chris
Lienhardt, Shift Supervisor, Regional

Emergency Dispatch (RED) Center
(LGFPD is 1 of 14 agencies that is
dispatched through RED Center)
2009 - U. S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $44,453… Flashover Container (live fire training prop),
Training Materials, Cost of Initial
Training Hours...Grant Writer/
Manager: Lieutenant Mark Gates
(this grant was applied for by
LGFPD on behalf of the CAFT
group, the previously mentioned
jointly owned training site)
2009 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $48,000… Emergency
Command Training Simulator...Grant Writer/Manager: Deputy
Chief Doug Postma, Buffalo Grove
FD (this grant was applied for by
the Buffalo Grove FD on behalf of
the CAFT group of which LGFPD is
a member)
2009 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
Grant… $21,600… Roof Ventilation Training Prop/Trench Rescue
Training Prop… Grant Writer/
Manager: Deputy Chief Paul
Lisowski, Wheeling FD (this grant
was applied for by the Wheeling FD
on behalf of the CAFT group of
which LGFPD is a member)
2011 - U.S. Fire Administration/
Federal Emergency Management
Agency-Assistance to Firefighters
(Continued on page 7)

LIGHTNING RISK REDUCTION

When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!
By: Fire Marshal Michael Schmitt
The lightning safety community reminds you that there is
little you can do to substantially reduce your risk if you
are outside in a thunderstorm. The only completely safe
action is to get inside a safe building or vehicle.
Safe and Unsafe Buildings
A safe building is one that is fully enclosed with a roof,
walls and floor, and has plumbing or wiring. Examples of
safe buildings include a home, school, church, hotel, office
building or shopping center.
If lightning should directly strike a building with electricity and/or plumbing, the dangerous electrical current from
the flash will typically travel through the wiring and/or
plumbing, and then into the ground. This is why you
should stay away from
showers, sinks, hot tubs
and electronic equipment
such as TVs, radios, corded telephones and computers.
Lightning can damage or
destroy electronics so it's
important to have a proper lightning protection system
connected to your electronic equipment.
Unsafe buildings include car ports, open garages, covered
patios, picnic shelters, beach pavilions, golf shelters, tents
of any kind, baseball dugouts, sheds and greenhouses.
Safe and Unsafe Vehicles
A safe vehicle is any fully enclosed metal topped vehicle
such as a hard topped car, minivan, bus, truck, etc. If you
drive into a thunderstorm, slow down and use extra caution. If possible, pull off the road into a safe area. Do NOT
leave the vehicle during a thunderstorm.
Unsafe vehicles include convertibles, golf carts, riding
mowers, open cab construction equipment and boats without cabins.
While inside a safe vehicle, do not use electronic devices
such as radio communications during a thunderstorm.
Lightning striking the vehicle, especially the antenna,
could cause serious injury if you are talking on the radio or
holding the microphone at the time of the flash.
Bolts from the Blue
A lightning flash can travel horizontally many miles away
from the thunderstorm and then strike the ground. These
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types of lightning flashes are called "Bolts from the Blue"
because they seem to
come out of a clear blue
sky. While blue sky
may exist overhead (or
in part of the sky overhead) a thunderstorm is
always located 5 to 10
miles (and sometimes
even farther) away.
Although these flashes are rare, they have been known to
cause fatalities.
Key Indoor Lightning Tips
 Stay OFF corded phones. You can use cellular or cordless
phones.
 Don't touch electrical equipment or cords. Unplug electronic equipment before the storm arrives.
 Avoid plumbing. Do not wash your hands, take a shower
or wash dishes.
Stay away from windows and doors, and stay off porches. Do
not lie on concrete floors and do not lean against concrete
walls.
What is a Safe Shelter?
A safe shelter is a building with electricity and/or plumbing
or a hard topped vehicle with windows closed. Picnic shelters, dugouts and small buildings without plumbing or electricity are NOT safe.
Stay Safe While Inside
Stay off corded phones. You can use cell phones or cordless
phones if they are not on a charger. Don't use computers or
equipment directly connected to electricity, such as your
stove. Stay out of the shower and away from other plumbing
as well. You should also stay away from windows and doors;
small cracks in the frames can let lightning in.
Remember Your Pets
Dog houses are not safe shelters. Dogs that are chained to
trees or chained to wire runners can easily fall victim to a
lightning strike. Bring pets inside.
Protect Your Personal Property
In addition to direct strikes, lightning generates electrical
surges that can damage electronic equipment some distance
from the actual strike. Typical surge protectors will NOT
protect equipment from a lightning strike. If you plan to be
away from your home when thunderstorms are possible,
(Continued on page 7)

Interesting Calls
By: Deputy Chief Ken Buchardt
So, as the year 2011 came to a close, LGFPD ran the most
calls in our history; we ran 1,736 calls. But before 2011
ended there were some interesting calls.
In October, firefighters responded to a suspicious package
next to Chase Bank at 4198 Route 83. There was a back
pack with unmarked bottles and unknown powders. Long
Grove Hazardous Materials Technicians (HazMat Techs)
with assistance from Buffalo Grove HazMat Techs responded to the call to identify the powders and containers. It was
determined to be powder from an energy drink.
In November, our Side Scan Sonar Technician was dispatched to assist the Cary Fire Department for a missing
gun in the Fox River. After a complete search of the area,
the gun was recovered by the Side Scan Sonar Team.
During our very mild winter we had no major snow/ice
storms nor real deep freeze as we did in previous winters;
therefore, we did not have many weather-related calls that
usually occur during the winter. But, as 2012 got started the
months of March and April seem to have the most interesting calls so far.
In March, firefighters responded to a semi-truck roll over.
The semi- truck managed to roll onto the roof of the truck
and trailer.
The trailer
was carrying
pesticides
and insecticides. It was
several
hours before
the firefighters and Illinois State
Police had
this scene mitigated. Also in March, we responded to a dryer fire in a structure. The fire was contained to the laundry
room with the help of their sprinkler system. Due to the
sprinkler system activation, the fire did not spread and was
extinguished by firefighters. The fire was caused by lint
build-up in the dryer that had not been cleaned out. —

Firefighters responded into Barrington for a MABAS Box
Alarm grass fire and concurrently, additional firefighters
responded to a second MABAS Box Alarm in Prospect
Heights for another grass fire. Each fire took several hours
to extinguish.
In April, firefighters responded for a vehicle that hit a
house. There was heavy damage to the home that required
the District’s Structural
Collapse Techs along with
Lake County Specialized
Technical Response Team
of Structural Collapse
Techs to respond to the
scene. The Techs had to
build multiple T-shores and
Lace Post shores to hold
the structure in place.
There were 17 Structural
Collapse Techs who responded to the call. —
Divers responded to North
Maine Fire Protection District for a drowning in a
pond. The person was in a boat and was attacked by a
swan that overturned his boat. The person was located and
removed from the water about an hour later and was unable to be revived. — Firefighters responded to a storage/
laundry room fire in unincorporated Arlington Heights.
This building was an apartment complex. Upon arrival,
found a storage room on the first floor next to the laundry
room fully involved in fire. Due to its door being closed,
the fire was contained to the storage room. The cause of
the fire was an unattended hot plate that was plugged into
an outlet next to cardboard and papers. — Firefighters
responded to a garage fire in Long Grove. Upon arrival,
crews found a detached garage fully involved with fire and
a person missing. This fire had a fatality and is currently
under investigation with LGFPD Investigators, Office of
the State Fire Marshal and the Lake County Crime Task
Force. — Firefighters also responded to an apartment fire
in unincorporated Arlington Heights. The fire did heavy
damage to a second floor apartment. The cause of the fire
(Continued on page 8)
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Meet Our Fire Service Family...
By: Lieutenant Mark Gates

To do the best job possible you have to hire the best. We are proud of our top personnel, so in each newsletter
we feature a few of our finest firefighters who are part of our team and fire service family.
Firefighter/Paramedic Mike Lafin began his career in the fire service at Harper College in 2006 by
entering the Fire Science program. While there he earned his firefighter and emergency medical
technician certifications. FF/PM Lafin came to LGFPD in 2010 after becoming a licensed paramedic through the Northwest Community Hospital paramedic program. Since he’s been with us, he
has also obtained his Fire Apparatus Engineer certification. He looks forward to continuing his
education in the fire service and serving this community.
Prior to coming to LGFPD, FF/PM Lafin was a Sergeant in the Marine Corps; beginning his service to our country on September 10th, 2001. While in the Marines, Sgt. Lafin worked as a structural and hydraulic mechanic on F-18 aircraft. He was deployed aboard an aircraft carrier with the
fleet three times, including one combat cruise in the Persian Gulf; during his combat cruise he participated in ground combat while detailed to operations in Fallujah, Iraq.
When FF/PM Lafin is not working he enjoys spending time hunting and fishing.
Firefighter/Paramedic Tyler Reynolds entered the fire service in 2009 as a paid-on-call firefighter
for the Lincolnshire-Riverwoods Fire Protection District. FF/PM Reynolds is following in his father’s footsteps; Battalion Chief Reynolds, a 25-year veteran with the Countryside Fire Protection
District. As an explorer with the Mundelein Fire Explorer Post was where he first started learning
the fire service on his own. He attended the Quad 2 Fire Academy in Lake County during 2009,
obtained an Associate Degree for Emergency Medical Technician and completed his paramedic
training at Northwest Community Hospital in June 2011. In May of this year ,we happily welcomed him as a part time firefighter/paramedic who is covering a full time shift.
FF/PM Reynolds is continuing his education and currently pursuing his Bachelor’s Degree in Fire
Science, while hoping to go as far as he can in the fire service. While not on duty he enjoys fishing
and spending time outdoors.

In memory of Lou Lundstedt
Lou Lundstedt passed away at his home in Long
Grove on April 28, 2012. Lou served as a Fire
District Trustee from August 1996 until December
2000. He was involved in hiring the Long Grove
Fire Protection District’s first full time fire chief in
1998. A long time resident of Long Grove, he was
very involved with the community and a former
president of the Hidden Valley Home Owners Association. Lou will be missed by all.
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Calendar of Events
July 12
August 2
September 11
September 13
September 15

CPR/AED Class
CPR/AED Class
First Aid Class
CPR/AED Class
Fire Department Open
House (time TBD)
October 4
CPR/AED Class
November 8
CPR/AED Class
Classes begin at 6 pm. Class fees are $15 for residents of
LGFPD, $30 for non-residents. Call Katie for additional
information at 847-634-3143.

Frequently Asked
Questions

Run Statistics

By: Chief Robert Turpel

2011 was our busiest year in history. We ran a record
1,736 responses, a 4% increase over 2010. Sixty percent of
responses occurred during the day shift (7:00 am to 7:00
pm). On duty shift personnel handled 88% of the calls
without the need to recall off duty firefighters. Black shift
responded to 34%, Red shift responded to 35% and Gold
shift 31%. July 2011 was the District’s busiest month with
195 responses due to multiple wind storms.

How does the District subdivide their operations and
finances in order to better manage such a diverse
organization?
In order to better manage costs and provide more efficient,
effective and comprehensive services to the citizens we
protect, the District has internally developed and implemented the use of ten different divisions. These divisions
are as follows: Administration, Fire Operations & Equipment, EMS Operations & Equipment, EMS & Fire Training, Communications, Apparatus & Vehicles, Station &
Grounds Management, Fire Prevention Bureau, Special
Rescue Teams and Emergency Management/Special
Events. One of the District’s five chief officers is assigned
to oversee the respective operations of each division, with
the exception of the Fire Prevention Bureau that is managed
by the fire marshal.
How does the District prepare for the three main downtown
festivals (Chocolate, Strawberry & Apple)?
Battalion Chief Marc Small, our Emergency Management/
Planned Events Coordinator, develops an Incident Action
Plan (IAP) describing how the event will be managed overall and the pre-planned process to take place should an
emergency response occur.
A First Aid tent is
staffed continuously
throughout the festival by a firefighter/
paramedic and several volunteer members
of the South Lake
County Regional
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT). This
group is supplied with Basic Life Support emergency medical equipment and operates an all terrain vehicle (ATV) to
respond to medical emergencies. Constant communication
is maintained between the First Aid tent staff, fire station
and emergency dispatch center. Should an ambulance or
fire apparatus be needed, assistance is only a quick radio
request away.
The Fire Prevention Bureau performs daily inspections of
the vender sites to assure all fire codes and standards are
being followed.

By: Firefighter/Paramedic Jeff Baygood

Most of our responses (44%) were in-District ambulance
calls. Out of those 765 calls, 11% of them were paramedics responding to a nursing home and 20% were auto accidents. Paramedics transported a majority of patients to
Northwest Community, Good Shepard and Condell Hospitals. Some patients were transported to Lutheran General,
Highland Park, Glenbrook and Lake Forest Hospitals and
Alexian Brothers Medical Center. Sometimes after the
ambulance arrives, the patient does not wish to be transported or just needed some assistance.
There were 39 reports of a possible structure fire, inside
natural gas leak, burning odor (Code 3) and one confirmed
structure fire (Code 4). Because of staffing levels and automatic aid agreements, we can safely respond and mitigate
most confirmed structure fires at the Code 3 level without
upgrading to Code 4.
We responded into other fire department jurisdictions
(Code 13) 545 times last year (31%). Responding with an
ambulance, fire engine, water tender, special response
technician or chief officer either to their scene or as a
change of quarters company as directed by their dispatch
center. There are times when multiple Long Grove companies respond to the same incident while still maintaining
staffing in the fire station for the next response.
The remainder of the District responses were for fire
alarms (Code 3a) or service calls (Code 2 or Code 2a depending on its severity).
The officers and firefighters of LGFPD want to let you
know how “busy” we were and let you know we can successfully handle our increase in responses. As of May
2012, the District has already surpassed the number of
responses from January to May of 2011 by 2.3%.
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Home Fire Safety Inspection Checklist
By: Fire Marshal Michael Schmitt
Exterior
 Make house number visible from street
 Trim trees away from electrical wires
 Trim trees away from chimney and remove all pine
needles and leaves from roofs, eaves & rain gutters
Heating Equipment & Fireplace
 Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from all combustibles
 Replace furnace filters per manufacturer’s instruction
 Clean lint from behind clothes dryer
 Install a spark screen in front of the fireplace
 Have chimney inspected and cleaned annually
 Install a spark arrester on chimney
 Dispose of ashes in metal containers
 Keep newspapers, other combustibles and clutter
away from water heater
Electrical
 Avoid overloading electrical circuits
 Inspect electrical cords and appliances for damage –
do not tack cords to the wall or run them under rugs
 Maintain air space around electrical equipment such
as TV, VCR, stereo, etc
 Install additional outlets, by a qualified electrician, to
avoid using cube taps and extension cords
 If you must use extension cords, use only the kind that
have a built-in circuit breaker
Flammable Liquids & Hazardous Materials
 Limit the amount of chemicals stored
 Dispose of and recycle household hazardous materials
properly
 Store hazardous materials in proper containers, with
tight-fitting lids and correct identification labels, away
from heat sources
 Allow for proper ventilation when using flammable
liquids and hazardous materials
 Put oily rags in metal containers with tight-fitting lids;
not in a pile where they can spontaneously ignite
Cooking
 Never leave cooking unattended
 Cuff sleeves and turn pot handles inward when cooking to avoid burn injuries
 Never store combustibles in oven or on top of stove
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When barbequing, move unit away from the house –
dispose of coals/ashes in metal containers

Smoking Materials & Candles
 Never leave cigarettes or candles unattended
 Purchase and use ashtrays that have the center support
feature
 Empty ashtrays into noncombustible containers only
 Never smoke in bed
 Place candles in noncombustible, sturdy holders
 Keep matches and lighters out of reach of children
Smoke Alarms
 Install smoke alarms inside and outside every sleeping
area and on every level of your home
 Test smoke alarms once a month (hint: use a broom
handle to reach & push test button)
 Replace smoke alarm batteries twice a year (hint: perform when you change your clocks as a reminder)
 Replace smoke alarm units every 10 years
Fire Extinguishers
 Purchase a multipurpose (ABC) extinguisher
 Teach your family how to use a fire extinguisher (use
P.A.S.S.: Pull the pin, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep)
 Inspect extinguishers annually
Develop & Practice a Home Escape Plan
 Develop a home escape plan that includes:
 Crawling low under smoke
 Two exits out of every room
 A meeting place outside (tree, mailbox, etc)
 Practice escape plan with every member
 Teach all family members how to:
 Dial 9-1-1 in an emergency (state your name, location & type of emergency)
 Stop, drop and roll if clothes catch fire
If interested, you can request an inspector from the fire
prevention bureau to come to your house for a free home
fire safety inspection. The inspector will perform the
inspection and go over any problems with you. This is
for your personnel knowledge and will not be held
against you. If you are interested in a free home inspection or if you have any further questions, please contact
the Fire Prevention Bureau at 847-634-3143.

(Continued from page 2)
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unplug unneeded equipment. Do NOT unplug equipment
during a thunderstorm, there is a risk you could be struck.

Grant… $26,600… Two Hydraulic Powered Ambulance
Cots… Grant Writer/Manager: Lieutenant Mark Gates

How Lightning Enters a House or Building
There are three main ways lightning enters homes and
buildings: a direct strike, through wires or pipes that extend outside the structure and through the ground.
Regardless of the method of entrance, once in a structure,
the lightning can travel through
the electrical, phone, plumbing
and radio/television reception
systems. Lightning can also travel through any metal wires or
bars in concrete walls or flooring.

I don’t know if you have been keeping track, but the total
amount of grant money received over the last ten years
that has directly benefited the operations of LGFPD is
approximately $849,363. Grant writing and the corresponding management of the award, if you are “lucky
enough” to receive it, is a detailed oriented, tedious, competitive, skillful, creative and frustrating process. I want
to take the time to thank all the successful Grant Writers/
Managers I mentioned in this article however, I would
like to extend a special thanks and a job well done to my
District’s lead Grant Writer/Manager, Lieutenant Mark
Gates. Also, I would like to thank an old friend of the Fire
District, retired Illinois State Senator William E. Peterson, who was instrumental in securing the $340,000 in
Illinois First Grant Money back in 2002 that was desperately needed at
that time to
replace an aging and failing
Pumper/
Tanker apparatus and install a station
apparatus/
vehicle exhaust ventilation system.

Personal Lightning Safety Tips
1. PLAN in advance your evacuation and safety measures. When
you first see lightning or hear
thunder activate your emergency plan. Now is the time to
go in a building or a vehicle. Lightning often precedes
rain, so don't wait for the rain to begin before suspending
activities.
2. IF OUTDOORS...Avoid water. Avoid the high ground.
Avoid open spaces. Avoid all metal objects including electric wires, fences, machinery, motors, power tools, etc.
Unsafe places include underneath canopies, small picnic or
rain shelters, or near trees. Where possible, find shelter in
a substantial building or in a fully enclosed metal vehicle
such as a car, truck or a van with the windows completely
shut. If lightning is striking nearby when you are outside
you should:
A. Crouch down. Put feet together. Place hands over ears
to minimize hearing damage from thunder.
B. Avoid proximity (minimum of 15 ft.) to other people.
3. IF INDOORS... Avoid water. Stay away from doors and
windows. Do not use the telephone. Take off head sets.
Turn off, unplug and stay away from appliances, computers, power tools and TV sets. Lightning may strike exterior
electric and phone lines, inducing shocks to inside equipment.
4. SUSPEND ACTIVITIES for 30 minutes after the last
observed lightning or thunder.
5. INJURED PERSONS do not carry an electrical charge
and can be handled safely. Apply First Aid procedures to a
lightning victim if you are qualified to do so. Call 9-1-1 or
send for help immediately.
Lightning Protection Systems:
For information on the design and planning of a lightning
protection system for buildings and structures or to locate
an installer near you go to www.ul.com/lightning.

Finally, I can assure you the District will continue to seek
alternative funding options in order to control future costs
and to remain a high quality, comprehensive emergency
response organization.

LGFPD Mission Statement
To provide residents, owners, businesses and visitors
within the Long Grove Fire Protection District and
any recognized emergency agency requesting automatic/mutual aid with the safest, effective, efficient,
comprehensive and customer focused Fire, Rescue
and Emergency Medical Services possible. This high
level of professional services will not be limited in
scope to emergency situations only, but will encompass the broader spectrum of public safety to include
Public Education, Fire Inspections and all other support services.
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was determined to be discarded smoking material in a trash can without proper extinguishment.
In May, firefighters responded to a person that was fatally shot in unincorporated Arlington Heights. This incident is
still under investigation with the Cook County Sheriff. — Also,
firefighters responded to an Automatic Response to Buffalo
Grove for an unresponsive person. Crews from both Long
Grove and Buffalo Grove found the person to be not breathing
and had no heartbeat. Between both of the crews doing CPR
and ALS care, the person was brought back to life. After several days the patient walked out of the hospital and is doing fine.
Crews from both departments received life-saving citations
from the Village of Buffalo Grove at a board meeting.
So what did we learn from these calls? 1) Take care of your
appliances and keep up the maintenance of dryers, furnaces, air
Storage/laundry room fire
conditioners, coffee makers, etc. 2) Always wear a life preserver when in a boat on the water even if you can swim. 3) Discard your smoking materials in the proper containers and
always make sure they are out. 4) Two things to remember: a) if there is a fire in a room, always close the door behind
you to slow down or even stop the fire spread; b) if using devices to heat things up, keep combustible materials away
from them and never leave these items unattended (such as cooking on a stove or hot plate). 5) CPR (Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation) can save lives. If you don’t know how to give CPR, or want information about CPR, call the fire
station at 847-634-3143; classes are held every month at the station. HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER!!!

