Long Grove
Spring/Summer 2018

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

FIRE LINE
LONG GROVE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
OPEN HOUSE IS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Mark your calendars! You do not want to miss this year’s Open
House on Sunday, September 9, 2018, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at the Long Grove Fire Protection District, 1165 Old McHenry Road
in Long Grove.

We hope that all residents are able to come
out and see the Fire District in action, as we
have a day full of activities planned for both
the young ones, and the young at heart
which include:
• A home fire sprinkler demonstration.
• Vehicle extrication exercises, using the ‘Jaws
of Life’.
• A fire pole simulator for the kids to slide
down.
• Button making, and much more!
This event is the perfect time for residents to ask any questions
they have about the fire service, and to see how the LGFPD
handles emergencies. A free hotdog lunch will be served, and
LGFPD hopes to see everyone there!
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Where Was This When I Started?

A

s a Paramedic for more than 24 years, and a
member of the Long Grove Fire Protection
District for almost 19 years, I am starting to see
more technological improvements and new innovations
for emergency
medical
service (EMS)
equipment that
can save lives.
In March of
2018, the LGFPD
purchased two
King Vision (KV) Video Laryngoscopes.
What is KV? This is an internationally-used device for
the placement of an advanced airway, or endotracheal
tube. The device is lightweight, battery operated, and
contains a full color LCD display with advanced imaging
technology that provides instant visual feedback on
the procedure of endotracheal intubation. The portion
of the device that enters the patient’s mouth is singleuse, which reduces the risk of cross-contamination and

infections. When comparing the use of KV to direct
laryngoscopy, the KV follows the natural curvature of the
patient, while direct laryngoscopy displaces tissue and
structures of the mouth and throat of the patient.
This device was looked at by the Northwest Community
EMS System due to the decline in successful intubations.
This decline is an international problem (the intubation
success rate before KV was approximately 45%).
Endotracheal tubes are often imprecisely placed or
become dislodged, and unsuccessful attempts are
widespread occurrences. The EMS System chose KV
due to its ease of use and because it is operational in
seconds, as well as being less traumatic for the patient.
Through training, the speed and success of intubations
are dramatically on the rise (the intubation success
rate with KV is approximately 88% and climbing). The
‘no frills’ design and it being simple to understand and
use, makes this device an EMS System and Fire District
favorite.
By: Kristine Mullen, Firefighter/Paramedic, Assistant Medical Officer

New Staffing Model for Long Grove Fire Protection District

T

he Long Grove Fire Protection District (LGFPD) has undergone some major staffing model changes with
the move to hire more full-time commissioned union Firefighter/Paramedics; four have been added to the
LGFPD roster over the last year after participating in a highly competitive and comprehensive selection
process.
As you may already know, a three-platoon system is utilized by LGFPD. Personnel work a 24-hour shift on-duty,
followed by 48 hours off-duty. Seven personnel are assigned to a shift and fill the following positions: one full-time
Battalion Chief, one full-time Lieutenant, three full-time Firefighters, and two permanent-paid-on-premise (PPOP)
Firefighters. All of these members are paramedics as well, with the exception of one being a basic emergency
medical technician.
In addition to the shift personnel, the LGFPD employs a full-time Fire Chief, part-time Deputy Chief, full-time Fire
Marshal, part-time Fire Inspector, and a part-time Building Pre-Planner/Public Educator who can also fill in as a
part-time Firefighter/Paramedic.
It is important to note that no existing part-time employees lost their positions with the District to make room for
the new full-time Firefighter/Paramedics. These employees were able to simply change from a part-time status to
a full-time employee with the District, and their part-time position was phased out.
By: Fire Chief Robert Turpel
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District Fire Suppression
Capabilities Improve!

E

ffective May
1, 2018, the
Long Grove
Fire Protection District
(LGFPD) was awarded a
Class 3 Public Protection
Classification (PPC) by
the Insurance Services
Office (ISO), Inc. This
ranking puts the LGFPD
in the top 12% of fire
departments across the
U.S.
To put this rating into
perspective, review
the above chart. The
chart illustrates that
ISO evaluated/graded
more than 43,000
fire departments
since December 31,
2017. The grading
schedule provided by
ISO ranges from 1-10.
Class 1 represents

an exemplary fire
suppression program,
and Class 10 indicates
the jurisdiction’s fire
suppression capabilities
do not meet ISO’s
minimum requirements.
The LGFPD’s rating
is an improvement
compared to the most
recent rating, which
was a blended Class 3/4
from October of 2010.
The previous rating
derived from areas in
the District that were
within 1,000 feet of a fire
hydrant (including city
or drafting type) and
received a Class 3 rating;
all other areas received a
Class 4 rating.
After being re-evaluated
in September of 2017,

the LGFPD is now rated
as a Class 3 throughout
all of its jurisdictional
boundaries.

the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) and
the American Water Works
Association (AWWA).

ISO is an international,
independent
company that serves
insurance companies,
communities, fire
departments, insurance
regulators and others, by
providing information
about risk. The function
of ISO is to collect and
evaluate information
regarding structure fire
suppression capabilities.

Insurance companies
use PPC information for
underwriting and to help
establish fair premiums
for homeowners and
commercial fire insurance.
Please check with your
insurance provider to see
if this rating improvement
may assist you in obtaining
reduced insurance
premiums.

ISO’s PPC program
evaluations result from
an intense review of a
uniform set of criteria,
which incorporates
nationally recognized
standards developed by

By: Fire Chief Robert Turpel
Source: ISO Public
Protection Classification
Summary Report for LGFPD
Report Created January
2018
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Interesting Calls Spring 2018
Long Grove Rural Fire Protection District (LGFPD) firefighters responded to nearly 1,600 calls in 2017
alone, and below are some examples of interesting calls that were answered.
March 1, 2017: Long Grove Fire Protection District
(LGFPD) was dispatched to the 1800 block of
Richmond Drive in Long Grove for a person pinned
between a vehicle and the garage wall. The LGFPD
responded with the on-duty Battalion Chief, Fire
Chief, Deputy Chief, a pumper/squad, an ambulance,
automatic aid companies from Buffalo Grove FD with
a tower ladder and Lincolnshire-Riverwoods FPD with
a Heavy Rescue Squad. Upon arrival, LGFPD units freed
the patient who was then treated and transported
to Northwest Community Hospital with non-lifethreatening injuries.
May 30, 2017: The LGFPD was dispatched to Cuba and
Crestview in Long Grove for a garbage truck on fire.
LGFPD responded with the on-duty Battalion Chief,
pumper/tanker 55 and pumper/tanker 56. Upon
arrival, Battalion 55 reported a large pile of garbage
burning on the road, and crews used approximately
2,000 gallons of water to extinguish the burning trash.
The driver of the garbage truck told fire investigators
he was driving down Crestview off Cuba Road when
he noticed dark smoke coming from the rear of the
truck. He stated that he immediately dumped its load
to minimize damage to the garbage truck itself.
May 13, 2017: The LGFPD was dispatched to Lake
Cook Road between Nichols Road and expressway 53
for a vehicle accident with possible entrapment, and
responded with the on-duty Deputy Chief, a pumper/
squad, an ambulance and the off-duty Fire Chief. The
on-duty Deputy Chief established command and
determined there were three vehicles involved in the
crash. One driver, alone in a vehicle, appeared to be
entrapped. Two other drivers who were also alone
in their vehicles, were walking around the scene and
were treated and transported to area hospitals with
non-life-threatening injuries. It was subsequently

determined that the third patient was in fact not
entrapped, and was removed from the passenger
side of the car and transported with life-threatening
injuries to Northwest Community Hospital. During
the incident a police officer became dizzy and was
treated and transported to the hospital with non-lifethreatening injuries.
July 10, 2017: The LGFPD was dispatched to the 4700
Block of Wellington Drive in Long Grove for a reported
house fire from a possible lightning strike. Long Grove
responded with the Fire Chief, both Deputy Chiefs,
pumper/squad, pumper/tanker, ambulance and
the Fire Marshal. The officer on the LGFPD pumper/
squad reported visible fire coming from a hole in
the roof/peak area located over the front door of the
large two-story home, and began to extinguish the
fire. The LGFPD Chief arrived, established command
and was advised by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office
that the family of seven and the family dog were not
injured, had been evacuated from the home and
were at a neighbor’s home. A large amount of the
fire was knocked down rapidly with the exterior line;
crews then entered the structure to extinguish the
remaining fire in the attic space. Once the fire was
extinguished, crews performed salvage operations.
Approximately 11,430 gallons of water were used to
extinguish the fire.
No firefighters or support personnel were injured on
the scene. More than a dozen fire departments and
fire protection districts assisted on this call, in addition
to Lake County Sheriff’s Office, South Lake County
Regional Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT), Metropolitan Emergency Support Services,
ComEd and Nicor.

By: Battalion Chief Marc Small

District Full-Time Lieutenants and Firefighters
Organize into Union
The Long Grove Fire Protection District’s (LGFPD) full-time lieutenants
and firefighters are now part of the Long Grove Professional Fire
Fighters Local 5145 of the Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois and the
International Association of Fire Fighters.
The District trustees, commissioners and command staff look forward
to a positive, productive and collaborative relationship with Local 5145.
By: Fire Chief Robert Turpel
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Meet Members of our Fire Service Family
Michael Hakimi
Firefighter/Paramedic Michael Hakimi became a member of the Long Grove Fire
Protection District in late December of 2017. He completed his paramedic training
at Advocate Condell Medical Center and served as a Firefighter/Paramedic for three
years with the Countryside Fire Protection District in Vernon Hills. Michael grew
up in Long Grove and graduated from Stevenson High School. He attended the
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana and obtained a degree in Sociology with
a minor in Psychology. While at college, Michael was a volunteer Firefighter with
the Edge-Scott Fire Protection District. He currently resides in Mundelein with his
wife and two dogs. His hobbies include reading, physical fitness and spending time
with his family. Michael feels a kinship with the residents of Long Grove, and looks
forward to many years of serving the community.

John Wiecek

Firefighter/Paramedic John Wiecek became a member of the Long Grove Fire
Protection District in August of 2017. He obtained his Paramedic license in 2008
after completing his education at Northwest Community Hospital and started his
fire service career 22 years ago at Huntley Fire Protection District. Throughout his
career, he has acquired several certificates including Fire Investigator, Fire Officer I
and Incident Safety Officer. He currently lives in Huntley with his wife Lynn and has
two adult children. During his time off, he enjoys the outdoors with his dog Trower,
along with fishing, golfing and playing guitar. John looks forward to serving the
Long Grove community and continuing his fire service education.
By: Kristine Mullen, Firefighter/Paramedic, Assistant Medical Officer

Statistically Speaking Year in Review: 2017

I

t was another busy year
for the Long Grove Fire
Protection District in 2017.
We had a total of 1,539 responses,
which is a 4% increase from 2016.
The distribution of the responses
has remained consistent, with
48% of total calls being medicalrelated, 25% due to assisting other
fire departments, and the balance
being fire and service calls within
our District. There were a total of
six structure fires, with three of
them related to cooking. We also
extinguished five vehicle fires. The
vast majority of calls were handled
by the duty crew, 1,390 of them,

and almost evenly distributed by
the three shifts: Black (36%) Red
(32%) and Gold (32%).
Due to the local assisted living
facilities that opened in our area
in 2017, our total medical call
response increased (for this type
of facility) from 10% to 12%.
Three of our hazardous materials
technicians were dispatched
on five Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System (MABAS) alarms for their
assistance in mitigating hazard
materials situations.
Many people ask what days tend
to be the most common for calls.

On average, Sundays are the day
that the District has the largest
number of responses for structure
fires; Wednesdays and Thursdays
are normally the highest for
medical calls. There also seems
to be an inverse relationship,
meaning when one happens - the
other is less prevalent, relative
to fire and medical calls on the
remaining days of the week.
The District continues to monitor
trends to be as prepared as
possible, to provide our residents
with the best possible services.
By: Lt. Jeff Baygood
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District Places New 2017
Pumper-Squad Apparatus In-Service
The Long Grove Fire Protection District (LGFPD) has added a new apparatus to its fleet. The LGFPD
placed Squad 55 in service on June 18, 2017. The apparatus is an Emergency-One multi-functional
apparatus, serving as both a (water) pumper and a squad.
Squad 55 is approximately 33 feet 3 inches long by 9 feet 3 inches high and has a wheelbase of 204 inches. It
has a 2,000-gallon-per-minute pump, a 730-gallon water tank along with a 50-gallon foam tank.
The apparatus houses/carries an incredible amount of equipment on it. Here is a list of some of that equipment:
• Advanced Life Support-Paramedic Equipped.
• Various hose lengths and sizes (diameter) for water
supply and fire attack
• Assorted fire extinguishers.
• Stationery/portable master stream device.
• Hose adapters and appliances.
• Four self-contained breathing apparatus with four
reserve air bottles.
• Various ladders including a: 28-foot extension
ladder, 16-foot roof ladder and a 10-foot collapsible
attic ladder.
• Two ventilation fans.
• Assorted small hand tools, including axes, pike
poles, New York hooks, shovels and a tool box.
• Various saws for ventilation, overhaul, rescue, and
tree/brush removal.
• Four bottle air cascade system for filling air bottles
or supplying air tools or breathing air lines.
• Salvage equipment.
• Extrication equipment including a full size hydraulic
cutter, spreaders and rams with power unit, portable
battery-operated combination hydraulic rescue tool,
air bags, an air chisel, adjustable stabilization struts,
cribbing and rescue jacks.
• Thermal imaging Camera.
• Multiple meters for monitoring atmospheric
conditions.
• Tripod for confine space rescue.
• Two confine space rescue air bottles.
• Hazardous materials spill controlling equipment.
• Various ropes for rescue and search.
• High angle/slope rescue hardware.
• Personal flotation devices.
• Exposure suit for water rescue.
• Two sets of body armor for personnel protection.
• One mobile radio and five portable radios with
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chargers.
• Stokes basket for patient packaging and removal.
• SKED for patient packaging and removal.

The unit’s total cost (for the vehicle, not the
equipment carried onboard) was approximately
$700,000. After a pre-construction cash payment of
$18,144 was applied and discounted, and the $93,500
trade-in of old Squad 55 was subtracted, the final
cost for the District was approximately $588,000. The
apparatus has been in-service for approximately 11
months and has served the District well.
I am proud of the job the District’s truck committee
and dealer/manufacturer did on developing the
specifications for this apparatus. The finished product
is excellent and will serve the District admirably
and well into the future, due to the apparatus being
well-equipped and having the ability to handle a
multitude of different emergency situations.
By: Fire Chief Robert Turpel
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Be Prepared for Severe Weather
Now is the time of the year when residents need
to be aware of severe weather, including tornados,
thunderstorms (lightning and microbursts), and
other conditions with extremely high winds – all of
which can cause dangerous, and sometimes lifethreatening situations. Strong gusty winds, torrential
rains, flooding and lightning can not only impact our
safety, but also wreak havoc on our daily schedules.
Preparing before a disaster strikes, and knowing what
to do during, and after a storm, will help to ensure you
and your family significantly reduce the risk for injury
and damage to your home.

Safety Tips

• Develop and practice an evacuation plan. Include a
plan for pets and add any transportation routes and
destinations included in the strategy.
• Prepare an emergency supply kit for both family
members and pets ahead of time, to take with you. Be
prepared to evacuate when authorities tell you to do
so.
• Stay out of flood waters, if possible, and do not drive
into flooded areas. Even water only several inches
deep can be dangerous.
• Always assume fallen power lines are energized. Stay
away from the area and report any downed lines to
authorities immediately.
• Unplug appliances and other electrical items, such
as computers and televisions, to prevent damage from
power surges caused by lightning strikes.
• If you evacuate your home, do not return until local
authorities say it is safe to do so.
• Make sure your house number can be seen from the
street.
• Practice severe weather drills so everyone in your
home knows where to go and what to do in the event
of a real emergency.
• If someone in your home is dependent on

electricity-powered medical equipment, make sure
you have a source of backup power available.
• Assemble a ‘Family Disaster Supplies Kit’ that
includes essential supplies should a disaster strike
(visit the websites below for kit content suggestions).
• Know your community’s warning systems for severe
weather, and where to tune-in for up-to-date weather
information.
• Pick a safe place in your home for family members to
gather. For tornadoes, it should be a basement, storm
cellar or an interior room with no windows on the
lowest floor. For severe thunderstorms, the location
should be away from windows and doors that could
be broken by strong winds or hail.
• Have a severe weather evacuation plan in place,
including designated areas to meet and different ways
to stay in contact. Remember, cell phone networks
are frequently down during and after weather
emergencies, due to overloading or infrastructure
damage.

What to do When the Power Goes Out

• Turn off and unplug all unnecessary electronic
equipment, especially surge-sensitive appliances and
computers, because when the power comes back on a
power surge may damage them.
• Leave one light switched on so when the power
returns, you’ll know right away.
• Do not use candles during a power outage because
the potential risk for fire is substantial. Instead, use
flashlights or battery lanterns, and make sure they are
easily accessible to all family members. LED flashlights
provide a bright light and need fewer batteries than
conventional incandescent flashlight bulbs.
• Keep refrigerator and freezer doors closed. An
unopened refrigerator will keep foods cold for about
four to six hours; a full, unopened freezer will keep its
temperature for about 48 hours.
Planning and preparation can go a long way to ensure
the safety and comfort of your family when faced
with serious weather and related emergencies. If
you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact
the Long Grove Fire Protection District at 847-6343143. Additional information and resources for family
disaster preparedness can be found at ready.gov or
nfpa.org/disaster.
By: Fire Marshal Michael Schmitt
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LGFPD CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday,
Saturday,
Saturday,
Saturday,

June 2, 2018		
August 4, 2018
October 27, 2018
December 8, 2018

8:30
8:30
8:30
8:30

a.m.
a.m.
a.m.
a.m.

Heartsaver
Heartsaver
Heartsaver
Heartsaver

CPR
CPR
CPR
CPR

AED
AED
AED
AED

H e ar ts ave r CPR AED is a video -b as ed, ins tr u c to r-l ed co u r s e that teac hes adu l ts a n d
c hi ld re n abo ut CPR an d h ow to use an Au to m ated E x ter nal D ef ibr il l ato r (A E D), in a d d i t i o n
to i nfa nt C PR an d h ow to relieve c ho k ing in adu l ts, c hil dren and inf ants. This cour s e
te ac he s s k i lls wit h t h e Amer ican H ear t As s o c iatio n’s (AHA) res earc h-proven prac t i ce -w h i l e watc hi ng tech n ique, wh ich allows ins tr u c to r s to o bs er ve the s tu dents, prov ide fe e d b a c k
and gui de t h e lear n in g o f t h ese lifes av ing s k il l s.
Thi s cou r s e is fo r anyo n e wit h limited, o r no m edic al
tra i ni ng wh o n eeds a co urse co mpl etio n c ard in C P R
and / or AED use to meet jo b, regulato r y o r o ther
re q u i re m e nt s.
I f you are loo k in g fo r a Healt h care Prov ider C P R c l as s,
Long G rove Fire Pro tec t io n Dist r ic t (LG FP D) s c hedu l es
the m on a n as-n eeded basis fo r gro u ps o nl y, w ith a
m i ni mum of fo ur st udent s.
H e althc are Provider CPR co urses a re intended fo r heal thc are pro fes s io nal s w ho re q ui re
a com ple ti o n card fo r t h eir pro fessio n. To pic s inc l u de C P R and A E D, bas ic o r adva n ce d
c a rdi ova s c ular life supp o r t, st ro ke training and m o re.
Ple a s e note class fees in creased in 2 01 8. Fees are $ 40 fo r res idents o f LG F P D, an d $ 5 5 fo r
non- re s i de nt s. Call Lieuten ant Jef f B ayg o o d fo r additio nal info r m atio n o n any of t h e c l a s s
offe r i ngs at 8 4 7 -6 3 4 -3 1 4 3 o r email jb ayg o o d @l g f p d.o rg.
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